Complications of surgery at the craniovertebral junction--avoidance and management.
The pathology encountered at the craniovertebral junction is extensive. It includes congenital, developmental and acquired abnormalities which ultimately compromise the cervicomedullary junction. The pediatric age group is particularly vulnerable as the muscular support is not fully developed. Numerous surgical approaches have been developed to relieve compression, as well as to stabilize this region. The complications described are from a review of the literature and the author's personal experience.